
Below are a few more examples of George's cons.

George's 2005 list has quite a number of extraordinary claims in it. Due to these claims someone on the 
Yahoo Hertsbirding group sent an email to George stating “some stuff on your [2005] list that I don't think has
been accepted by (or submitted to) the local committee (which is the way you questioned Ian's records). I 
don't want to get drawn into an undignified public exchange but I will give a few possible examples just to 
illustrate the point;

I don't think you provided descriptions for any of the 20+ Honey Buzzards you saw in 2000 (Graham White 
managed to submit separate descriptions to verify each of his mass of sightings, so clearly not all 
experienced observers consider themselves immune to the scrutiny by a panel of observers of similar or 
lesser experience than themselves). 

The most recent published Purple Sandpiper was a one day job when you were 7 years old, barring a 
particularly well timed YOC outing you must have seen a more recent & unsubmitted one.

None of your Northern Goshawk records have been accompanied by descriptions (though I have no doubt 
they would be accepted if they were).

I cannot find a published record of Twite at Startops End during your lifetime.

I believe there are some others in a similar vein.”

George gave his response in email message 3932, dated 11 Aug, 2005, which is shown below in quotes but 
broken up into sections.
---------------------------------------
George in the email stated “As for PURPLE SANDPIPER. Stuart Wilson and I obtained fabulous views of a 
juvenile feeding in the small bay north of the jetty on Wilstone Reservoir on a September date in the 1980's. 
It was extremely confiding and showed well all afternoon and remained until dusk. There were other 
observers too but I cannot trace the record in my files.”

On his 2005 list George claimed Purple Sandpiper at Wilstone. However the 2011 and 2018 lists do NOT 
mention ANY Purple Sand!!. This is a case of also witness fabrication. 
---------------------------------------
George also stated in the email “NORTHERN GOSHAWK breed in the county on a fairly regular basis and I 
have seen several. They are submitted but without descriptions and without precise localities and I have 
asked for the records to be kept on file but not published (for safety reasons) (same applies for several 
similar records of Honey Buzzard, Wryneck, Montagu's Harrier and Stone Curlew).”

The reason why George did not give any Goshawk details is because we believe these records never 
existed. Very few Herts birders have Goshawk on their list and most certainty not breeding records.
---------------------------------------
George also stated in the email “As for the Twite at Startopsend Reservoir. A dull individual spent several 
days feeding on weeds and other bankside vegetation with 2 Linnets along the western shore of Startops. It 
was seen by myself and several other observers but again I cannot trace the record at present. From 
memory, it remained from 31st October to 1st November of a year in the early 1980's.”

So George gave the exact dates of 31st October to 1st November but could not remember the exact year!! 
There has not been accepted record of Twite at Startopsend Reservoir. On his 2005 list George claimed 
Twite at 2 locations i.e. “TWITE (Baldock Dec ’81; Startopsend)”. However Twite are NOT on his 2011 and 
2018 lists. 
---------------------------------------
On his 2005 list George claimed Serin (Stanstead Abbotts Jan 91). It remained off his 2011 bubo list for quite
sometime but eventually it went back on for Stanstead Abbott's GP but no exact date just stating January 
1991. We have been supplied very reliable information that George did NOT see this 1991 bird. 
---------------------------------------
George also stated in the email “I saw 19 [Honey Buzzard] that autumn locally. The first was a pale juvenile 
that I and others watched drift slowly over Wilstone Reservoir at 1303 hours on Sunday 24th September, 
followed by 5 more south over the Pitstone Hill and Tring escarment later in the afternoon (with Peter Colston
et al).

This was followed by a further 9 individuals on 25th September and 4 on 26th (predominantly pale and dark 
juveniles) arriving at great height from the north or east and slowly heading south along the Chiltern 



Escarpment. Many of these birds were picked up from the peak of Pitstone Hill over Bedfordshire and drifted 
slowly south in a broad front west as far as the Grand Union Canal. Three of these 13 individuals on 25th-
26th I saw at very close range drifting over Wilstone Reservoir with Roy Hargreaves and others. 
Unfortunately, I believe 3 that these birds were not documented.”

So the above total of 19 is 6 on 24th, 9 on 25th, and 4 on 25th/26th. This is different to his 2011 and 2018 list
which claims different dates and totals “11 on 22 September 2000, 3 on 24th, 7 on 27th”. 

George claims most of these birds were heading south over Pitstone Hill in Bucks. However the Bucks 
accepted records give different number of birds on these dates.  Very few Herts birders have Honey Buzzard
on their list. We have NOT contacted Roy Hargreaves or Peter Colston to see if George really did see these 
birds so Honey Buzzard has not been added to his string list. 


